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«LEYS NEWS~ 


This newsletter is produced quarterly by an editorial committee of residents and local workers. 
It is distributed to all households in the new part of Blackbird Leys. 
All contributions welcome. Deadline: 13 November 1997 


OPEN DAY °° ° 


AT THE FARMSTEAD 
Nightingale Avenue, Blackbird Leys -——— 


SATURDAY 27" SEPTEMBER 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 


Come To Your Community Building 


The CLOCK HOUSE The BARN The DOVECOTE 


new Community Centre Community Centre Under 8’s Building 
for older Residents 


So 
CHILDREN’S ACTIVIT. ies) 
Wooden and other products including 
on sale for the garden elnflatables S) 
On | 


eBall Pool 
eChildren’s Magic Show 


BUILDING TASTERS The Green IV Face Painting 
Try your hand at 
building a wall 


DISPLAYS in The CLOCK HOUSE 
from local groups . 
Come and find out what is happening 
and how you can join in. 

Find out about The Blackbird Leys Redevel- 
opment Initiative including Training courses, yeday The FOY 

Community Business and lots more. 

Find out about shared ownership and 

Sheltered Housing at the Housing 
Associations stands. FRIEZE 


Come and paint a Frieze 


‘ f : ‘ - children and adults - 
For more information or requests for space for a display, please ring @ 712244. 
Jointly funded by Oxford City Council and the Blackbird Leys Consortium of Housing Associations 
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THE FARMHOUSE 


FARMHOUSE OPENING HOURS 


The Farmhouse is open 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
and from 2 to 5 p.m. 
Monday to Friday 
but 
Ealing Family Housing Association staff will not be 


available after 12 noon on the first Wednesday of | 


each month, 
Oxford Citizens Housing Association staff will not be 
available Wednesday mornings until 2 p.m. 


(this is to allow for staff training + team meetings) 


If you want to see your Housing Officer, where 
ever possible, PLEASE make an appointment 
during the Surgery times listed below. 


HOUSING SURGERIES 


Ealing Family Housing Association + Northcote: 
Elaine Partridge and Rhiannon Jones (job shared), 
Tues. & Thurs. 9a.m.-12 p.m. 


Oxford Citizens Housing Association: 
Linda Gwynn 
Mon. & Thurs. 
Cheryl Lipwick 
Tues. 2- 4.30 p.m. 
Fri. 9.30 a.m. - 12. noon 


10 a.m. - 12.30 p.m. 


Cherwell Housing Trust: 
Miranda Clarke 


— THE DOVECOTE Sapa 
Weekly Activities ... 


After Schools Club 
3.15-445p.m. age5-12 


Wednesday: 


New Ol’ Leys Lunchtime Club 
12-2p.m. all ages welcome 


50p / session 


also: Credit Union Collection 


Thursday: 


Carer and Toddler Group 
10-11.30a.m.  allwelcome 50p/session 
After Schools Club 

3.15-445p.m. age5-12 


50p / session 


SHS £86 85-6 


BARN EVENTS 


> Self Defence Warriors 
Freestyle Karate Club (all ages) 
Bri? 6-8 p.m. 


> Karate Club 
age 5-12 

Tues. 5-6 p.m. 
Sat 10-11 am 


£2/session 
£2/session 


_ Ken Cook and David Bird, 
Community Caretakers 


K? Mo te Me Me ote Me 
Wg? “PO Wo Me Me Ce ae ee ee 


Councillors Surgeries 


These surgeries take place on the last Friday 
in each month, from 2 to3 p.m. in The ~ 
Farmhouse, Nightingale Avenue. 
If you want to contact your local councillors, 
their numbers are: 
> Cllr Dr. David Elwell 
> Cllr Val Smith 
> Cllr Tony Stockford 


724685 
772893 
779795 
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712822, 


above numbers. 


Community Enterprise 
on Blackbird Leys 


A new Community Enterprise Development Officer 
has been appointed for Blackbird Leys, working for 
OCDA at The Dovecote. Her name is Joanne Smith 
and she was previously working at The Dovecote as 
the Outreach Worker. 

Her main role will be to develop Community Busi- 
nesses on Blackbird Leys, in areas such as Community 
Care and Maintenance. Joanne has also been heavily 
involved in Leys News from the start, and will continue to 
work on the editorial board and the Pilot Project to ex- 
pand the newsletter to cover the whole estate. The long 
term aim of the Project is to turn Leys News into a self 
supporting Community Business, and Joanne will be 
working on a feasibility study for this over the next 9 
months, with the newly appointed Leys News Project 
Worker. 

If you are interested in finding out more about Community 
Businesses or the development of Leys News contact 
Joanne at OCDA on @(01865) 772822. 


~ 1 LEYS NEWS GOING GLOBAL 
- WANTED - Paid Distributors Needed 


AUTUMN 1997 


a 


Great news! We are going to deliver the newsletter to the 
whole of Blackbird Leys from the Christmas issue. We really 
need residents’ involvement to make this successful. Would 
you like to gain new skills, and feel part of something? Why 
not join our Editorial Committee. To find out more informa- 
tion contact Wendy Spray on 712244 or Joanne Smith on 


Going global also means that we require paid distributors to 
ensure the whole of Blackbird Leys receive the newsletter. 
If you are interested, please contact Wendy or Joanne on the 


Carol Baxter 


Leys News Project Worker 


ou may have seen the adver- 
¥ semen in the last edition for a 

Pilot Project Worker for Leys 
News. We are pleased to say that 
Carol Baxter has been appointed and 
will be starting on October 1%. Carol 
will be responsible for overseeing the 
production and distribution of the 
newsletter to every house on Black- 
bird Leys - Old and New - starting 
with the Christmas edition. We are 
not sure yet where Carol will be 
based, so in the meantime, any en- 
quiries regarding Leys News are con- 
tinuing to be dealt with through Ealing 
Family Housing Association on 
@ (01865) 712244. 
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BUILDING SKILLS SURVEY 


S part of the development of a Buildings Main- 

tenance Company to be established on Black- 

bird Leys, OCDA will be carrying out a survey 
on the estate, to determine the level and type of 
building skills residents on Blackbird Leys have. The 
company will be set up as a community business, run 
by local people for local people, and there may be job 
opportunities for local skilled individuals. It is vital 
therefore, that if you have relevant qualifications or 
experience, that you complete and return the survey 

_ when. it comes through your door. 


(if you are interested in th pe of work but don’t 
currently have the necessary alifications or skills, 
Buildin Operations and Car- 

NVQ level 1 here on 


if you Sonia: like any further information « on the 
survey, or the develo, men 
please contact Joanne Smith at OCDA on 
@ (01865) 772822. 4 


TRAINING AND JOBS IN BUILDING 
FOR BLACKBIRD LEYS RESIDENTS 
AS PART OF THE SINGLE 
REGENERATION BUDGET 


Are you a budding 
Blackbird Leys Builder? 


As part of the SRB, the building skills training 
courses which have been running at Blackbird Leys 
are continuing. Trainees can choose either a Car- 
pentry & Joinery Course or a course covering basic 
brickwork, blockwork, plastering, paving and painting 
called Building Craft Operations. Both courses are 
NVQ level accredited. The courses last for approxi- 
mately 16 weeks, followed by two months work 
placement. 

Many placements lead to employment. 

Now is your chance to get the skills you need to get 


that job! > a = 


| 


| 
| 
> Free protective clothing | 
> Free set of hand tools on completion 
| > NVQ certification } 


t 


If you are unemployed and interested ring Gill Baker 
on @ 772822 for more information. 


ff the Business | 


CHURCHES’ HOUSING 
COALITION (OXFORD) 


We would like to give our sincere 
thanks to the residents of the new part of 
Blackbird Leys with the survey about the 
effects of homelessness. 

All those involved in this CHC(O) sur- 
vey last month were both impressed and 
grateful for people’s forbearance and pa- 
tience. We managed to collect about 60 
surveys and these are now being exam- 
ined. A copy of the report will be sent to 
the Leys Residents Association in due 
course. 


- BACK TO WORK - 


Have you or your partner been claim- 
ing Income Support or Jobseekers Al- 
__ lowance for 6 months or more? 
: Are you about to start work? 
Do you expect the new employment to 
last for 5 weeks or more? 


If the answer to these questions is yes, then _ 
you may be entitled to claim Housing Benefit 
and Council Tax Benefit Extended payment. If 
you qualify, it means an extra four weeks of 
employment while you wait for your first pay 
and take stock of your new circumstances. Z 


All claims must be made within seven days 
of Income Support or Jobseekers Allowance 
stopping, so if you think you may « 
delay. Complete form NHP1-EP whic ; pro- 
vided by the job centre or Social Security Of- — 
fice and ensure that it is returned and stamped 
by the office which was dealing with your claim 
within the seven days time limit. 


You may still qualify for Housing Benefit and 
Council Tax Benefit after the extended pay- 
ments runs out. This should be claimed in the 
usual way on the Oxford City Council claim 
form. This should be available in The Farm- 
house or direct from the Council. 


We have a range of leaflets in The Farm- 
house which explain this and many other 
benefits. You are welcome to drop in during 
opening hours to pick up a leaflet or a Housing 
Benefit claim form, however, the Extended 
Payment form is only available from the office 
which is dealing with your Jobseekers Allow- 
ance or Income Support claim. 


Margot Pattison, 
Ealing Family Welfare Rights Officer 
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OXFORD COMMUNITY 
MEDIATION 
Problems with your neighbours? 
Fed up with their complaints? 


Do you have problems over noise, boundaries, abusive behaviour, building 
works, parking, children’s play areas, dogs and other pets? Help to resolve 
these difficulties is available. 


Oxford Community Mediation provides a confidential mediation service. When a 
build up of small incidents or a major difference causes relations to breakdown 
between neighbours, mediation is one way of improving matters. 


Mediators can work with you to resolve difficulties between you and your 
neighbours. This is done by finding points where you can agree. 


MEDIATION WORKS! 


To find out more ring Pam or Cathy at Oxford Community Mediation on 4°(01865) 742439. 


a) x a) VANDALISM & x & 


Due to continued vandalism, the Royal Mail has decided to remove the 
post box at Kingfisher Green. This is a shame as it is local residents who will 
lose out because they will have to go elsewhere to post their letters. It is often 
the few selfish individuals who spoil it for everyone else. 


If we want this estate to be a pleasant place for us to live, we all need to take 
responsibility and that includes making sure that members of your family are 
acting responsibly. If you see acts of vandalism taking place, don’t let the cul- 
prits get away with it - please call the police or duty caretaker on 0378 936296. 


The Royal Mail are prepared to re-locate the post box. Anyone who has a 
constructive suggestion for a new site and/or any suggestions on how to keep it 
vandalism free can contact the Residents Association through Wendy Spray, 
Tenant Participation Worker on 712244 or come along to the Residents Asso- 
ciation meeting on the second Tuesday of each month at The Farmhouse, 
Nightingale Avenue at 6:30 p.m. We look forward to meeting you and hearing 
your views. 

The Leys Residents Association 
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CHURCH OF THE HOLY FAMILY 


You will find a warm welcome any week at HOLY FAMILY CHURCH - the church on the corner oppo- 
site the shops. 


Services are always at 10:00 a.m. on Sundays with Communion. Most Sundays we have Sunday school during 
the middle part of the service for children of any age who are happy to leave their parents - or parents can go 
with them if they wish. 


Once a month usually the first Sunday, we have a Family Service, particularly suitable for children who will 
stay in for the whole service. 
The exceptions to this are when there are special occasions during the month, such as: 


# October 12" — Harvest Festival 
# November 9" Remembrance Service 


(Family services will be on these dates rather than the first Sunday) 
SHSSSS HSE so 


Once a month we meet in The Barn, Nightingale Avenue, for a very informal time of praise and prayer. 
Dates for these are: 
@ 21" September 7 p.m. 
# 19" October 4 p.m. (we change time when evenings get dark) 
This will be a special service for One World Week. 
# 16" November 4 p.m. 


Other special services this year: 
# 23" November 10:00 a.m. - visit of The Bishop of Oxford and the Baptist Area Superintendent. 
# 21% December CAROL SERVICE 

SESEPCSS HSS 


1** BLACKBIRD LEYS RAINBOWS (pre-Brownies) 


This activity group is open to girls aged 5 - 7, and meets at Holy Family Centre on Fridays, 5 - 6 p.m. For further 
details, or to put your child’s name on the list, please contact Mrs. Seeney on 717811. 


Pathway Worksho 
Pathway Workshop is being officially opened by Andrew Smith, our local MP, 
on Friday 26t September at 12:30 p.m. The Workshop has been made possible 
by the generous support of the Oxford City Council and the Single Regenera- 
tion Budget. It aims to offer employment and training to disabled people in 
the fields of woodworking, machining, horticulture and paint spraying and has 
joined forces with EDIT, a charity for the training of disabled people in com- 
puter and IT skills. The Trustees hope that the local community will take the 


opportunity of visiting the Workshops on Saturday oF. September, be- 
tween 11:00 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. 
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hw’ ay Work. She 
¢2 PRODUCTS TO 
ENHANCE YOUR GARDEN 


Made in the workshop SPECIAL 
from recycled materials. 1 G OFFER 
OVLOFF 


Selected lines to 
Septembec end of 


Aft Arch Se 
Bird Table All sizes of 


Wildlife bird tables | picket and trellis fencing, and 


Compost bins, 
and feeders 
iy 


tubs and planters 
— 


£57 | y ff £42 trellis arches, 


flexi-roll edging 


Also available: ae Q ZA A \ ; 
Cobbles Top Soil CAs NEW 


Rockery Stone Pea Shingle | Wheel Barrow Planter 


Fence Posts Composts As 
SPECIAL ORDERS WELCOME SY £20 


PATHWAY WORKSHOP 


City Farm Site, Dunnock Way, 
(opposite Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre) 


Blackbird Leys, Oxford OX4 5EX 
Telephone: (01865) 714111 
Fax: (01865) 715111 


Reyistered Charity No 1014416 


FREE DELIVERY WITHIN 20 MILE RADIUS OF OXFORD FOR ALL ORDERS OVER £30 


QQ .N7 Cae nN —— 


There have been problems on some areas of the estate with children climbing on walls and roofs and causing 
damage. In order to prevent this, anti climb paint is being applied to specific sites and warning signs are dis- 
played near where it has been applied. 


imb pa int does not dry and is designed to stain the clothing and skin of anyone touching it. Please 
ildren are avate: of this. 


Tf clothing is stained with the paint, most of it can be removed by treating it as oil or grease and repeated wash- 
ing. Removal from ‘skin j is the. same - treat as of or grease and most of it will come off, the rest will just take 


The paint is nor toxic. 


Cats 1 may walk along surface 


Workers Educational Association 
Margaret Sanders Branch 
Providing opportunities for women 


FREE sessions (with FREE CRECHE) 

starting soon in your neighbourhood ot ei! 
THAI! ID si 

BASIC FIRST AID (Red Cross Certificate) 

Cuddesdon Corner Family Centre 

Starts September 26".....9:30 - 11:30 a.m 


WHAT NOW? Opportunities for women 

The Farmhouse, Nightingale Avenue 

Are you ready for r your future? Get confidence and information about your next move 
Starts October 6" 12 noon - 2:00 p.m. ........... 6 sessions Mondays 


KIDS! DON’T THEY DRIVE YOU CRAZY SOMETIMES? 

Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre, Pegasus Road 

Ideas to keep your kids busy and sharing ways of coping with them 

Starts October 7"........... MOD = "2530 Poin. scssccccseonss 8 sessions Tuesdays 


Other Opportunities: 


WOMEN WRITING 

Bloomin’ Arts, Princes Street, Cowley 

Share ideas about creative writing, pick up some tips and find outlets for your work 
Starts September 23” ....10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m...... 8 sessions Tuesdays 
Fee: £10 (Free Créche) 


ASSERTIVENESS TRAINING FOR WOMEN 

WEA District Office, 6 Brewer Street, Oxford 

Learn to communicate effectively at work and at home, and fee! confident about saying what you mean! 
Starts October 2 10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m......8 sessions Thursdays 

Fee: £38 (free to claimants) 


For more information, ring Annie Winner on @ 361844 - or just turn up for the first session. 
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BLACKBIRD LEYS 
PARISH COUNCIL 


The Parish Council meet on the First Tuesday 
of each month at 7.30 p.m. 
Meetings are usually held in the Holy Family 
Church Hall in Cuddesdon Way but are 
sometimes held in The Barn in Nightingale 
Avenue. 
We currently have some vacancies for co- 
option to the Parish Council so if you are in- 
terested in getting involved with Blackbird 
Leys as a whole (not just your own patch) and 
are over 18 years old, please contact me. 
Ethnic minority members and younger people 
are particularly welcome since they are cur- 
rently under represented. 
Molly Florey, 
Chair of the Blackbird Leys Parish Council 
@ 453742 
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GARDEN TOOLS HIRE 


Now available to all Housing Association tenants / 
residents at the new part of Blackbird Leys. 

For a small daily charge and a returnable deposit, you 
can now hire the following tools from the caretakers: 


Garden Tool Daily Hire Returnable 
Charge Deposit 


£1.00 £25.00 

£1.00 £15.00 

(CTE Tees ol Ee 
[eisai ae ere 


£0.20 £2.00 


Tools may only be hired by those aged 18 and over 
(proof of residence will be required, e.g. rent book / 
tenancy agreement etc.). 

For details contact Ken or Dave at The Farmstead on 
B 712244. 


TOUCHWOODS 


ones 
FRAME TENTS 
DOME & RIDGE TENTS 
5 CARAVAN AWNINGS 


CAMPING ACCESSORIES 


PERMANENT 
CAMPING | 
DISPLAY | 


OUTDOOR PURSUITS 


CLOTHING & EQUIPMENT 


TOUCHWOODS 


The Camping, Outdoor Life & Sports Specialists 


426 ABINGDON ROAD OXFORD 
(01865) 246551 


SPORTS GOODS 
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FOOTBALL UPDATE 


A few months ago, | wrote an article in 
Leys News asking if anyone was inter- 
ested in joining/starting up a football 
team. | had a few responses then, but 
it has taken until now to work out the 
basics. ; 

| now know tha we can book a regular 
slot at Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 
from 10: 30 to 11 0 on Saturday 
mornings at a discount rate. 

| hope to start these sessions in Sep- 
tember. People interested need to be 
18+. 

Please contact me for further details. 
Here’s to a good season - Look forward 
to gearing from you. 


Paul Fitzpatrick, 
29 Nightingale Avenue, 
Blackbird Leys 


LLIISB BRE 
BULKY RUBBISH 


If you want to get rid of any old furniture 
or an old fridge or freezer then contact 
Oxford City Council on @ (01865) 
725912. They will take away three items 
of household furniture within five days or 
they will take away a fridge or freezer 
within ten days. 


Please DO NOT dump 
on the estate 


mo—-Cronv 


FOR SALE 
Fiat UNO 70 S (Black) 


‘A’ Reg, 12 months MOT 
Removable car stereo 
Excellent run around 
£350 ono 
tel. Tim on (01865) 391958 


OAnAmMBDSEeC2Z 


ABLE Open Learning Centre 


The Centre is in the library at Oxford College 
(Blackbird Leys site). 

It is open free of charge to adults (over 16) living in 
Oxfordshire, and helps students to improve their 

e@ English and study skills 

@ Maths and 

e Basic computer skills 


Each student works independently on their own 
work programme. You can start at any time and 
come as often as you like. 

There is a college nursery on site. 


Why not come and see us? 
Contact us on Oxford 776334 or drop in to arrange 
an appointment. 


ABLE Open Learning Centre 


@XFORDSHIRE Oxford College Campus 
ry couNciL. 

Blackbird Leys Precinct 
ERARWING FOR LIFE OXFORD OX45HN 


BLACKBIRD LEYS / GREATER LEYS 
COMMUNITY BEAT OFFICERS 


PC 4350 STEVE OAKLEY (01865) 266411 
PC 4491 MARTIN BIDDELL 

WPC 1945 AROON TILLER 

WPC 77 PAT McGOVERN 


(Answer Machine) Messages may not be picked up for 48 
hours. For passing information to community beat officers or 


requests for them to contact you on a non urgent basis. 


CUSTOMER SERVICES (01865) 266333 


Answered in person 95% of the time. Use this number to report 
offences which will not benefit from police attendance, e.g. theft 
of cycles, minor damage etc., with no witnesses. 


This department will also take messages. 


OXFORD CONTROL ROOM (01865) 266000 


(this number will be answered by the switchboard - Please ask 
for Oxford Control Room) 

Answered in person. Use this number to report crime or an in- 
cident which has taken place, that requires police attendance, 
e.g. An Assault or Burglary. 


POLICE EMERGENCY 999 


THREATS TO LIFE OR CRIME THAT IS TAKING PLACE AS 
YOU SEE IT, E.G. AN ASSAULT THAT IS TAKING PLACE OR 
A PERSON CLIMBING THROUGH A HOUSE WINDOW. 
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Housing Associations: 
- Cherwell Housing Trust 
Miranda Clarke 790702 


- Ealing Family Housing Association 
Rhiannon Jones & Elaine Partridge 712121 


- Oxford Citizens Housing Association 
Linda Gwynn & Cheryl Lipwick 
* Blackbird Leys Office (The Farmhouse) 717404 
* Head Office (Barns Road) 773555 
- Northcote Housing Association 


Environmental Health Department 
- Abandoned vehicles 


- Syringes / Needles 


- Out Of Hours Via Police. a 
- Dog Warden 252914 
(out Of Hours) 240924 
252384 


Caretakers 
- Ken Cook & Dave Bird 0378 936296 
(both only for extreme emergencies: danger to life or property) 


Dovecote 
- Carol Baxter 712299 


Tenant Participation Worker 
- Wendy Spray 


Collection of Bulky Rubbish 
(free collection) 


Local Community Police 
please refer to previous page 


/ Issue n° 8 AUTUMN 1997 


ff you would like to receive a translation of the 
attached, please contact your Housing Officer. 


Sant os 8a oP? fase & ost reese US 3 St 
frsseast asa arue wQ@ina »rfsns as Auda ad 1 


rust 


afte sira eer ares & Wesft we qfeareer wr fedt sare 
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SU Was wisell tsa VW AHL AHL emia 
ASA er cl vr iat ScSTSsor WGA WUs SecA. cucen | 


H 
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DVERTISEMENT 


Use this newsletter to advertise your service or event. 
Reach approximately 4,000 doormats for a very cheap price either with an advert in the newsletter or with separate 


insert up to A4 size. 


Prices: profit-making organisations Prices: non profit-making organisations 
Adverts: ' Inserts Adverts: | Inserts 
£20 for 1/8th of A4 side | £80 per 1,000 £10 for 1/8th of A4 side | £40 per 1,000 
£40 for 1/4th of A4 side (up to size A4) £20 for 1/4th of A4 side (up to size A4) 
£80 for 1/2th of A4 side | £40 for 1/2th of A4 side 
1 


£160 for whole of A4 side £80 for whole of A4 side 


- Voluntary groups may receive a reduction in these rates - 
[The editorial Committee can in no way accept responsibility for services supplied by our advertisers] 
Contact Wendy Spray on @ 712244. 


<<< <<< << HHH HH HOY 


NEWSLETTER 


This is YOUR NEWSLETTER, USE IT. 
The Editorial Committee would like more articles and feedback from YOU, the residents. 


We started a Letters Page in the January is- The Leys News Editorial Committes,! 
sue. Have you got any issues, comments, The Farmhouse, 
ideas, concerns? Nightingale Avenue, 
Blackbird Leys, 
If so, why not send a letter* to: Oxford, 


[Ox4 SBU J 


We are very happy to help you - or just write something yourself - or come and join the Editorial Committee. 
The deadline for items to be included in the next newsletter will be 13 November for distribution on 11" 
to 13 “" December - please come along to the editorial meeting and find out more. 


Contact Wendy Spray on @ 712244. 
Newsletter produced by: 
Carol Baxter (Dovecote Centre Based Worker), 
Antony Bourgois (Local Resident), 
* we may edit letters and do not Abena Simba-Tola (Local Resident), 
uarantee to Pabst all etic eet Joanne Smith (Community Enterprise Development Officer, OCDA), 
Wendy Spray (Tenant Participation Worker). 


